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CHAPTER 1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
To the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia:
2 Corinthians 1:1

The book of 2 Corinthians is comprised of 13 chapters and totals 257 verses. If you are
ready for a 257-day analysis of this book, come along as we peer into its words. Feel free
to invite a friend if you think they will be blessed as well!

Although the verse divisions at the beginning of 1 Corinthians 1 are different than the
beginning of 2 Corinthians 1, the greeting is very similar in both. Referring to 1
Corinthians, it says -

"Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and
Sosthenes our brother,

2To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:" 1 Corinthians 1:1, 2

In 2 Corinthians, he has substituted "Sothenes" with "Timothy." Elsewhere, Timothy is
noted as Paul's "son" which demonstrated a spiritual connection directly to Paul's heart
based on their relationship. Here he is called "brother" because of the connection which
should exist between him and all the faithful believers who are being addressed.

The inclusion of Timothy here is not without deeper purpose. Timothy was young and
Paul wanted him to be confident in his ministry. And so, he is showing that there was
equality between them that should be respected by the other believers as well. Further,
there will be some points of perceived contention between the Corinthians and Paul
which need to be addressed.

Paul had told the Corinthians that he would come to visit them when he left Ephesus,
but his plans had changed. The introduction of Timothy, who had been with Paul, would
allow him to be a witness who could substantiate that Paul's motives were not in any
way impure towards the believers in Corinth.

As with 1 Corinthians, Paul establishes his apostolic authority by saying "Paul, an apostle
of Jesus Christ." Noting that it is "by the will of God" shows that the selection came not
by personal choice, but by the sovereign will and grand design of God. His coming words
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are intended for "the church of God which is at Corinth," but there is also the greater
intent of them being read to all believers in the area, of which Corinth was the capital.
Thus, it is an encyclical letter. Any smaller churches, and any scattered believers, were
to be included in the reception of his words.

Life application: Paul's inclusion of Timothy at the beginning of this letter bestows upon
him a special dignity which would bolster the young man's confidence. It is good to
evaluate others around us and see where we can act in a like manner. We are all
deficient in one area or another. And so, with care and attention, we can be a
participant in the growth of their weakness by using tactful and carefully targeted
means. They may not even be aware of our efforts, but in the end, they will be better
off if we devote such time towards those around us.

Heavenly Father, | would ask for the ability to see needs that arise in others and to be
responsive to those needs as they arise. | know that empathy is a particular gift which is
sorely needed in this world. | also know that | need more of it. Help me in this Lord, so
that | can be a strong and faithful friend, mentor, and person of trust to those who are in
need. May they see more of You in my attitude towards them. Thank You for hearing my
heart today. Amen.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 1:2

This is Paul's common greeting, even if it contains slight variations. It is an exact repeat
of 1 Corinthians 1:3. He has identified himself, his calling, who was accompanying him,
and who the letter is directed to. After those formalities, he gives these words - “Grace
to you and peace to you.”

Grace is unmerited favor; it cannot be earned. This is a common greeting among the
Greek people. Peace however is the more common greeting among the Hebrew people.
In their language, the word is shalom. Shalom, however, is more than a greeting for
calm or quiet, but a petition for wholeness and completion in all ways. Paul unites the
two terms just as the church is being united between Jew and Gentile during his time.
This grace precedes the peace because only after receiving God's grace can His peace
truly be experienced.

This wonderful blessing to them is extended "from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ." It is a greeting from the eternal God — both the unseen Father and His Son who
reveals the Father to us. Rather than being an argument against the deity of Jesus



Christ, it is an argument for it. He is tying the two in as one - Jesus being a member of
the Godhead. He is not inferring some type of God/non-god distinction, but a
harmonious blending of the two; both fully God.

Throughout his letters, as with the entire Bible, the deity of Jesus Christ is a concept and
a precept which simply can’t be missed. It is the very heart of what God has done for the
reconciliation of the people of the world.

Life application: There may be someone around you today who is lacking peace. Take
time today to tell them of God's grace. In doing so, they may come to the peace which is
truly peace - reconciliation with God through a personal relationship with His Son.

Heavenly Father, the fragrance of flowers is such a wonderful delight. Different ones
come out at different times and some of them literally envelope me in their all-
permeating scent. They bring back memories of my youth and they tell me of the
seasonal changes which show me everything is working according to an infinitely wise
plan. | thank You and | praise You for the wondrous smells which You have given us in the
flowers of the earth. Praises to You! Amen.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God
of all comfort, 2 Corinthians 1:3

Verse 3 begins the formal epistle, following the greetings of verses 1 & 2. In his words,
Paul gives a general note of praise which is similar in each of his letters. Here he praises
God in a spontaneous outbreak which could almost be considered a doxology. In the
greeting, he notes the deity of Christ through the words "Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ." The praise is to Christ's Father, but it is an implicit reference to
Jesus' own deity because of the pattern given in Genesis 1 which shows that all things
reproduce after their own kind. Jesus wasn't adopted as a son. Rather He came forth
from God.

And this God is "the Father of mercies..." These words are an expression of a Hebrew
mode of speaking where an adjective is substituted for a noun. It would then be
synonymous with the term "merciful Father." However, there is more force than the
mere phrase "merciful Father" because of the way it is constructed. Mercy and
compassion describe Him and are a part of His unchanging attributes.

Further, Paul calls Him "God of all comfort." He is not only merciful, but His mercy
transfers into compassion for those to whom He has bestowed His mercy. It is a



wonderful thought that not only are we granted release from the punishment we
deserve, but the One who so releases us then comes to us with consolation and a hand
of loving care.

In this verse, Ellicott notes that, "In the balanced structure of the sentence—the order
of 'God' and “Father” in the first clause being inverted in the second—we may trace
something like an unconscious adoption of the familiar parallelism of Hebrew poetry."
Paul, despite being the Apostle to the Gentiles, never strayed far from His Hebrew
upbringing and he transfers it to us in His New Testament writings.

Life application: Because of Jesus, we can see the evident mercy of God upon us. What
we deserve, we are not given. Instead of wrath and punishment, we have been granted
mercy. And further, God then provides us with abundant comfort as He tends to us. No
matter how bad we may have it at any given time, it is far better than the best we could
expect if we got what we truly deserved. Thus, let us always remember to thank God for
the many blessings He has lavished upon us!

O God, when I reflect on the cross, | consider that what | deserved has been withheld
because You took my justly warranted punishment upon Yourself. And then after
granting such wondrous mercy, You then continue to pour out Your love and grace upon
me in an endless stream of comfort and care. How can such love exist? And yet it does,
for | see it every day as | walk in Your presence! Thank You for Your care of me. Amen.

...who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who
are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
2 Corinthians 1:4

This verse is connected directly to the previous verse which said, "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort..."

It is this "God of all comfort" of which Paul continues to speak. It is He "who comforts us
in all our tribulation." The "us" is speaking of all believers, but particularly himself, those
with him, and the recipients of his letter, the Corinthians. We are included in this as well
in that God has ensured this epistle is included in the Bible. Therefore, we can be
confident that all tribulations we face do in fact include God's great hand of comfort.

And there is a reason for this in our lives. It is "that we may be able to comfort those
who are in any trouble." In this, Paul gives an end purpose for our own tribulations.
They come so that we will have the ability to comfort others in their times of tribulation.
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If God is truly the "God of all comfort," and our comforting others in their own
tribulations is an end purpose of the afflictions we face, then this means that God's
comfort for those we in turn provide comfort to is being provided by us. Thus, we
become the means of God's comfort of which He speaks.

In confirmation of this, Paul shows this to be so when our own ability to comfort others
comes "with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted with." Jesus suffered
and yet through His sufferings He was able to provide comfort to those who followed
Him. They in turn suffered, and they in turn were able to provide comfort to those who
followed them. It is a repeating cycle of care which stems originally from God who truly
is the "God of all comfort." This is actually alluded to in the book of Hebrews -

"For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. > He can
have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is
also subject to weakness." Hebrews 5:1, 2

As an additional note, Paul does not say that the only reason for our tribulations is to
attain the ability to comfort others. Tribulations may come for correction, as an
instrument of bringing us closer to the Lord, or simply for attaining knowledge that we
would otherwise be lacking. In all though, when tribulations come, they are not
unknown to God, nor is He uncaring concerning our situation.

Life application: God has promised never to leave us nor forsake us when we are in
Christ. Let us be reassured in this, particularly when times of great trial or suffering
arise.

Heavenly Father, despite the many trials and troubles which come my way, | will keep
my eyes fixed on You and my heart directed to You. | will not let my faith slip because of
temporary light afflictions. | know that greater things lie ahead for me because of the
work of Jesus my Lord. Should | lose hope in You and Your promises, | would have
nothing left in my times of trial! And so instead, | will cling to You even tighter. Amen!

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through
Christ. 2 Corinthians 1:5

There are numerous references to the sufferings of Christ in the Bible, and many of
them are spoken of as being related directly to His disciples. In Colossians 1:24, Paul tells
us that -



"I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church..."

The church is destined for suffering, just as it is destined for glory. Paul understood this,
and he felt that as much as he suffered there was an abounding of consolation to be
found at the same time. Nothing was lacking in the process of suffering. And the
consolation which he felt was the surety that he possessed the Spirit of God. In knowing
this, he was thus comforted because the Spirit is a guarantee of future glory for the
believer. Hence, he notes exactly this in Philippians 3:10 -

"...that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings, being conformed to His death."

In "being conformed to His death" we shall also be raised as He was to eternal life
through "the power of the resurrection." There could be no shame in the suffering if
there is the coming glory which that suffering leads to. Thus, there is the great
consolation which "also abounds through Christ." Understanding this, believers are not
to be ashamed of suffering, but instead are instructed to be willing to bear His reproach,
knowing that we bear all the honor and future glory that comes with it. And so, the
author of Hebrews admonishes us -

"Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach."
-Hebrews 13:13

Life application: Even if we have never really suffered for the name of Christ, many in
the world have. We cannot assume that just because the place where we live is a harbor
of safety for Christians, that it won't be attacked at some point. And therefore, we must
always be ready to accept sufferings that may come our way, knowing that in them our
consolation will also abound through Christ.

Heavenly Father, | sit at ease in this world, having never known true suffering for Christ.
And yet, all around the world there are those who are facing torture and even death for
the sake of His glorious name. Should those same persecutions come to my peaceful
shores, | would ask for strength enough to hold fast to my faith and to be able to praise
You through whatever trials | am set to endure. With this, | will be grateful. Amen.

Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for
enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for
your consolation and salvation. 2 Corinthians 1:6



Paul's words continue from the thought of the previous verse. There he noted the
logical chain of events from Christ's sufferings to the sufferings of the apostles. In their
sufferings, they also abounded in Christ's consolation. In turn, he notes that there is a
reason for their afflictions. It is "...for your consolation and salvation."

One thing leads naturally to another. Paul shows this explicitly in Philippians 1 -

"But | want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have
actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, *so that it has become
evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;
14and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains,
are much more bold to speak the word without fear." Philippians 1:12-14

It then is for a good purpose that the apostles were afflicted. The lessons learned by
those who saw their sufferings led directly to their consolation and even salvation
"which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer." We learn by
example, and we can remember other's courage during afflictions which can then
strengthen us in our walk. This is a natural human pattern, be it a soldier learning from
his platoon sergeant, or a cowhand on the range learning from the older hands. To see
that others can take difficulties shows us that we too, having a like nature, can take
them as well.

Finally, it isn't just sufferings that we receive benefit from. It is also times of comfort. As
Paul notes, "Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation." The
Corinthians were able to see both sides of the coin through Paul's afflictions and
through his times of comfort. Because of this, they were able to process what happened
to him and apply it to themselves and their own spiritual walk.

This progression is seen from Paul's hand in Romans 5 -

"And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces perseverance; *and perseverance, character; and character, hope. >
Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us." Romans 5:3-5

Life application: Those who are wise will learn from those who go before them. If we
pay heed to their times of trials and their times of rejoicing and grasp how they were
affected by them, we can follow their examples when similar times come upon us. To
think that we are experiencing something new which is unique to the human condition




is naive. And to think that we can handle such an instance better than those who have
already experienced them without learning from them is only begging for greater
troubles than we need to face.

Lord God, help me to be wise and discerning concerning the difficulties that come my
way. You gave me parents who have faced similar trials in the past. You have put
mentors in my life who have also experienced things | have yet to face. Help me Lord to
look to their examples of what to do and what not to do instead of just trying to do
things better on my own. | know that I'll be a lot better off if | just learn the lessons of the
past and apply them to my here and now. Grant me such wisdom Lord. Amen.

And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the
sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation. 2 Corinthians 1:7

Again, as with the previous verses, Paul ties suffering in with comfort. It is true that we
cannot fully appreciate things without a contrast with which to gauge them. If we
always felt well, we wouldn't have an appreciation for what feeling well means. But
when we get hurt or sick, we can then understand how good it is to feel normal. And
when we get back to feeling normal, we can enjoy it in a new way.

If everything smelled sweet, we wouldn't have an appreciation for it. But when an
objectionable odor comes along, we can then appreciate the sweet fragrances of the
flowers more. In consideration of this, Paul has spoken of suffering and consolation.
Here, he tells the Corinthians (and all who suffer in Christ and have read this letter), that
the apostle's hope for us in our sufferings is steadfast.

They had suffered and they had received consolation. Likewise, they knew that we,
being "partakers of the sufferings" would also "partake of the consolation." To show
that the "our" is certainly a truth understood by the other apostles, we can go to the
words of Peter. In his first epistle, he shows a similar thought for us to consider -

"But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you."
-1 Peter 5:10

The truth is that suffering stinks. Nobody willingly hopes for suffering. But in Christ,
there is a good end to the sufferings we face, and there is a good reason why we have
faced them. The fragrance of the consolation is there and it is all the sweeter because
we too have suffered.
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Life application: In the Bible, we are admonished to "fix our eyes on Jesus." In so doing,
we won't get arrogant in the good times, and we won't become despondent in the
difficult times. In Him is our perfect example to emulate and our perfect hope to
anticipate.

Lord Jesus, | will keep my eyes steadfastly fixed on You. When things are good, | can look
to You and realize that they came from You. In knowing this, | won't get arrogant or
cocky. And when things aren't so great, | won't get despondent or downcast in my soul.
Instead, | will know that You have gone before me in suffering, and You will be there for
me at the end of mine. For sure You are my perfect example to emulate and my perfect
hope to anticipate. Thank You for the stability that comes from keeping my eyes fixed on
You. Amen.

For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in
Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired
even of life. 2 Corinthians 1:8

Paul has been writing in general terms and speech during his introductory comments.
He now initiates a more specific line of thought beginning with "For we do not want you
to be ignorant, brethren." This same terminology is used by him at least four other times
in his letters. For example, in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 he says -

"But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope."

Continuing, he will now give specific details of the sufferings that he referenced in
verses 3 through 7. They came about in Asia, meaning the part of Asia Minor in which
Ephesus is the capital. This trouble may be referred to in one or more of the incidents
recorded in Acts, but which cannot be definitively identified.

It may also be, as some suppose, an internal stress that he felt. If so, it could be the
troubles which are identified in his first letter to the Corinthians, his concern over them,
and the conflict he felt concerning what type of reception his words would bring. If this
is s0, he stressed over the matter in the greatest way. However, later verses seem to
negate this possibility.

Whatever the burden, internal or external, it was felt by those who were with him. As
he notes, "...we were burdened beyond measure, above strength." The term "beyond
measure" comes from the Greek word huperbolé, which means properly "a throwing
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beyond." It then indicates excess. The burden he felt was in such a category, even
"above strength."

The words are given as a superlative way of showing the nature of the situation. So bad
it was "that we despaired even of life." His choice of wording translated as "despaired"
is the word exaporeo. It is used only twice in the New Testament, and both are in this
epistle. It comes from ex - out, and aporeo which is to be without a way of escape.
Again, the use of his words is intended to let the Corinthians know the absolutely
serious nature of the situation he and his companions faced.

Life application: Paul has taken the time to expand on his previous thoughts to show the
superlative nature of his sufferings. Despite them, as seen in the previous verses, he was
comforted. He then noted that the same comfort was a means of edifying and
comforting his audience. If we can learn to use real life examples of our troubles and
trials, we can then turn and show empathy for others who are living through their own
trials. Reading our Bible daily is a good way of learning how to do exactly this. Don't let
your Bible get dusty! Read it and think on it daily.

Lord, the Bible won't do me a bit of good if it sits on the shelf. The amount of dust it has
accumulated is really an indictment of how | perceive this precious gift from You. Grant
me the desire, the time, and the ability to pick it up, read it, and learn it each day and
even throughout each day. | would pray that there would be far less dust on the Bible
than on the TV remote! Grant me wisdom in this most important matter. Amen.

Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves
but in God who raises the dead, 2 Corinthians 1:9

This verse should be taken and considered in light of the previous one which said,
"...that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even
of life." In this desperate state, Paul acknowledges that they questioned if they would
even survive the ordeal (despaired of life) and the answer came back in their minds that
they would not.

The word translated "sentence" is apokrima. It is a word not found anywhere else in the
New Testament or even in Greek literature. It indicates a judicial sentence, meaning an
answer. There seemed to be a decree that they would not survive the ordeal. But this
led them to the truth which almost always seems to be the case with those in such
despair - "...that we should not trust in ourselves."
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The soldier in the foxhole will call out to God, knowing that he is incapable of making it
without Him. The person lost at sea and going down below the raging waters knows
when there is finally no hope but from God alone. In such instances, there is only the
trust of God left. However, Paul's words add to the thought. Their trust wasn't that God
would save them from the immediate trial, but that he would save them from the
results of it.

The sentence seemed to be pronounced: death. And so, knowing that death was
inevitable, they entrusted themselves to "God who raises the dead." If they were to die,
which seemed to be the case, their hope extended beyond the grasp of death itself and
found itself realized in the hope of the resurrection. This conforms to Paul's words of 1
Corinthians 15 -

"'O Death, where is your sting?

O Hades, where is your victory?'

¢ The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. >’ But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Cor 15:55-57

Paul took comfort in the truth that Jesus Christ prevailed over death and so death had
no mastery over him. Instead, even with the foe of the sentence of death awaiting him,
he felt the powerful victory of Jesus Christ, an even stronger friend.

Life application: As Christians bury their dead, they will often "commit the soul of the
departed loved one" into the hands of Jesus Christ, acknowledging the power of the
resurrection. In this, the body-planted is but a seed waiting to be given the water of life
to bring it back from the ground. This is truly our great hope and this is certainly where
our ultimate joy should be!

Heavenly Father, should | face a sentence of death, my trust isn't in being rescued from
that temporary sentence. Rather, my hope is found in release from the results of it.
Death may have a temporary hold on me, but | know that | will rise victorious over that
defeated foe! | know this because | personally bear the victory through Your Son, Jesus
Christ my Lord. No fear here. Eternal life is assured. Hallelujah and Amen.

...who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that
He will still deliver us, 2 Corinthians 1:10

In the previous verse, Paul spoke of the sentence of death which loomed over him and
those he was with. He took this to heart. Knowing this, he said that they "should not
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trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead." Now he continues by telling the
Corinthians that it was God "who delivered us from so great a death." He has taken the
extreme possibility of death that he faced and equated it to death itself to more
effectively communicate the dire situation they faced. It is as if they had actually been
resurrected in their deliverance, so sure was the sentence that hung over them.

And not only had they been delivered, but they continued to be delivered as he wrote
his letter. The victory was not just in the past but ongoing. And more, he believed that it
would continue into the future, stating "in whom we trust that He will still deliver us."

The word "trust" here is not the same Greek word as was in the previous verse. That
word communicated the sense of "to have confidence." This word, elpizo, conveys the
idea of hope. In essence, we are not to have confidence in ourselves, but we are to
place our hope in God. No matter what we face, we can only rely on God and His
promises for us. If we are to die, we have hope in the resurrection. If we are to live, it
can't be because of our control over whatever the situation is, but only because of God's
hand being in it. As the hand is unseen, it is a hope that we possess.

Life application: Can we honestly say that we will be alive in five minutes? Our heart
could stop, our house could be struck by a meteorite, or we might get bitten by an
unseen spider. We truly have no control over a single moment in time. Therefore, let us
place our souls in the capable hands of the Lord and know that whatever we face, He is
tending to it. We shall be delivered in life and through death because of the work of
Jesus our Lord.

Lord God, having seen people around me die, | know that it can come at any time and in
the most unexpected of ways. | cannot honestly count on being alive five minutes from
now. Anything could happen and it would be arrogant of me to believe | had any control
over the future at all. But | have a greater hope than this temporary life. | have the
surety of the resurrection and the prospect of eternal life safely guarded in my heart. |
have Jesus! Amen.

...you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many
persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many. 2 Corinthians 1:11

Paul's writings show that he truly believed in the effectiveness of prayers on behalf of
others, meaning "intercessory" prayers. For example, in Philippians 1:19, he says -
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"For | know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ..."

Here he shows the same belief to those at Corinth. In the previous verse, he had just
noted the great deliverance which was received for him and those he was with. This also
included the belief that they would have continued deliverance. And so, in a delicate
way of asking for prayer, he writes as if they had been in prayer all along by saying,
"...you also helping together in prayer for us." If they had been praying, he knew it was a
help to them. And their continued (or newly-initiated) prayers would be heard for their
on-going delivery.

And he gives the reason for this help through prayer by saying "that thanks may be
given by many persons on our behalf." The word for "persons" here is prosopon which
literally means "faces." It is an expression which is found many times in the New
Testament, and which carries over from the Hebrew's pictorial way of describing a
person. Thus, the mind is given an image of many faces jointly being lifted to God in
thanks. Ellicott notes an interesting concept concerning this word -

"The use of the word prosopopceia, however, for “personifying,” and of prosépon for
the characters in a drama, indicates that the noun was beginning to be used in a
different sense, and this must clearly have been well established when it came to be
used in theological language for the three “persons” of the Godhead. It is interesting to
note, however, as a fact in the history of language, that, if this be its meaning here, it is
probably one of the earliest extant instances of its being so used."

In other words, the term "persons" of the Godhead has always seemed cumbersome
because we think of persons as distinct and separate without any true unity of essence.
However, the use of the word prosopon for "person" may make the concept easier to
grasp than some other word indicating an individual person as we think of it today. It
wouldn't mean God is one Person with three faces, but three persons in one essence,
just as those in prayer are united in a single way even though they are individuals.

Regardless of this though, Paul notes that these many faces, because of their united
prayer, would give thanks "for the gift granted to us through many." The gift refers to
their delivery from death, something the many would be thankful for because of
knowing that their prayers had been heard and responded to.

Life application: On several occasions, Paul notes the effectiveness of prayers, including
the greater effectiveness of united prayers on behalf of a given person or issue.
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Therefore, it is right and proper to jointly lift up individuals or specific issues to God. And
we should do so with the confidence that these prayers are heard, and they are
responded to according to His wisdom and in accord with His plans.

Lord, thank You for the time of prayer that | have each day. There are quiet moments
alone with You, there are prayers united with others that are close by, and there are
prayers united with like-prayers by others around the world. Sometimes | make short,
spontaneous prayers of praise or petition which come from my heart and roll off my
tongue at any given moment. And | know that every one of these prayers is heard by
You and will be responded to according to Your wisdom. And so, | will continue to pray
without ceasing, knowing that Your ear is attentive to each one | make! Amen.

For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves
in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace
of God, and more abundantly toward you. 2 Corinthians 1:12

In the previous verses, Paul spoke of the great trials he had faced, and the prayers lifted
up for him concerning that ordeal, as well as his on-going trials, all leading to his
deliverance. Based on that, he now offers this thought. Beginning with, "For our
boasting is this..." The word for "boasting" is translated by some as "rejoicing," "pride,"
"confidence," and "glory." It is a boast, but it is one directed towards God. And so
"glorying" is a good word to help transmit that idea.

What he and those he was with "boasted" or "gloried" in was "the testimony of our
conscience." In the book of Acts and in his epistles, Paul uses the term conscience as a
most important aspect of this life. It was a conscience filled not with his own attitudes
and desires, but one filled with living for the Lord. He says it this way in Acts 23:1 -

"Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, 'Men and brethren, | have lived
in all good conscience before God until this day.""

This "conscience" that he speaks of now toward the Corinthians is "that we conducted
ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity." He knew that their actions were
always in line with the truth of God and with the good of others in mind. There was
nothing pretentious or showy about their conduct. Instead, there was humility and
honesty instilled by God in it.

In further explanation, he notes that it was "not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of
God." In 1 Corinthians 2, he wrote this -
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"And |, brethren, when | came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or
of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For | determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3| was with you in
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. * And my speech and my preaching
were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, °that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in
the power of God."

In the same fashion, he is again telling the Corinthians that their words and actions were
those of people living "in the spirit" and not "in the flesh." Instead of following the way
of the world in their conduct, they attempted to live by the grace of God. And finally, he
notes that this grace was "more abundantly toward you."

His love for those in Corinth is evident in these words. The first letter that he wrote to
them addressed divisions and conflicts in the congregation. He knew that his life and
actions towards them had to reflect the highest character and godliness in order that
they may not become disenchanted with a seeming "hypocrite" in their presence. For
this reason, he endeavored to be completely holy before them. In this, he could then
glory in God who bestowed such grace as to live in this manner.

Life application: Eyes are always watching our actions. Our non-believing neighbors and
co-workers see us and make value judgments about Christ based on what we do. But
also, those in the church are watching. If one weaker in the faith sees that our actions
aren't the epitome of character and godliness, they may also decide that the walk isn't
worth the effort. Let us always attempt to walk in holiness before the Lord and in the
presence of others.

Heavenly Father, | know that others are watching my life and actions and are then
making value judgments about the faith | possess in You - Is it true? Is it noble? Is it
honoring of God? Help me to be cautious with my words, careful with my actions, and
circumspect in how I live my life before others. | know that their ultimate end is based on
a relationship with Jesus. And so, help me to reflect as a person who will lead others to
Him, not from Him. This | pray that You will be glorified. Amen.

For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or understand.
Now I trust you will understand, even to the end... 2 Corinthians 1:13
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This verse has been translated and analyzed in a variety of ways showing the difficult
nature of the words that Paul has written. And yet, it seems to be an appeal to the
Corinthians that his letters to them are clear and without ambiguity.

It may be inferred that Paul was told that some of the Corinthians accused him of
writing things in such a way that he would have an "out" when challenged on the intent
of what he wrote. If this is so, Paul is defending his letters as clear and concise and
without ambiguity or equivocation.

To convey this he says, "For we are not writing any other things to you than what you
read or understand." Said another way, "The message is clear on the surface and as you
have read it, that was its intent." In the Greek, there is a play on the words which cannot
be reproduced in our English language. The words "you read" are anaginoskete, and the
word "understand" is epiginoskete. Ellicott gives his analysis of the wordplay -

“I have no hidden meaning in what | write and you read. What you read you read aright
in its plain and simple sense. | hope” (the very hope implies that it had been otherwise)
“that the more you know me the more will you so read me and judge me even to the
end, the great day when the Lord shall come and all things shall be made plain.” Charles
Ellicott

As he noted, Paul's continued words of, "Now | trust" implies that they had felt what he
had written was not plain and simple. For them to reconsider that, he fully states, "Now
| trust that you will understand, even to the end..." He is asking them to trust his words
unfailingly, even to death itself, which is implied in the words "the end." For all times,
and in the life of any believer who reads his words, it is his intent to properly explain and
clearly word every precept needed for proper conduct, holy living, and right doctrine.

If we consider that the words of the Bible are given under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, we can then further contemplate the truth of this message. God may hide
intricate details, patterns, and pictures in His word, but He will never give us a word
which is ambiguous or unclear. It would be contradictory to His very nature to do so.
Therefore, we can read the Bible, taking it at face value, but always remembering
context. To some, things may seem contradictory when taken out of context. However,
by keeping things in their proper place we will always see God's word clearly presented
and fully reliable.

Life application: When someone challenges the Bible's reliability, it is because they have
misapplied some portion of it. Instead of doing the hard work and searching out its
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truths in a methodical fashion, they will take it apart in unintended ways, thus making it
out to be a faulty source of wisdom. Don't be fooled by such people. They have already
fooled themselves, and there are enough fools in the world because of this.

Lord God, in understanding Your word a bit more each day, | am fully convinced that it is
clear, accurate, filled with truth, and having no contradictions at all. It is a perfect word
for my mind, a useful tool for gaining wisdom, a source of joy in times of trouble, and a
precious gem more valuable than gold or silver. It is the lamp for my feet and the light
for my path. | thank You for this precious, superior word! Thank You for the Holy Bible.
Amen.

... (as also you have understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are
ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 2 Corinthians 1:14

This thought is the continuation of the previous verse. Taken together, they read -

"For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or
understand. Now | trust you will understand, even to the end *(as also you have
understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are ours, in the day of
the Lord Jesus."

His words "in part" may be speaking of the Corinthians’ knowledge concerning Paul
(that it was limited), or it could be speaking of those in Corinth who agreed with Paul
(being only a portion of them; the others still not accepting his apostleship). Either way,
there was an understanding of him by the church at Corinth. And this understanding
was "that we are your boast as you also are ours."

Paul is indicating first and foremost that his boasting is in those whom he has raised up
to be Christians who are mature in their faith. When he stands before the Lord, he
would be able to boast in a life which was served for His honor and glory, knowing that
he had not frittered away his time or somehow done less than his very best for those
under his care. This same sentiment is found in other epistles as well. Two examples
are-

"For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the

presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? %° For you are our glory and joy."
-1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20
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"Do all things without complaining and disputing, *> that you may become
blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, ** holding
fast the word of life, so that | may rejoice in the day of Christ that | have not run in
vain or labored in vain." Philippians 2:14-16

In his words concerning himself which say, "...that we are your boast" it is certainly
speaking in the same context. It is a future boast when they stand before the Lord as
well. As Ellicott states it - “I trust that you will one day recognise that you have as much
reason to be proud of me as | have to be proud of you.”

At that wondrous moment when believers are to stand before Christ, Paul looked
forward to the Corinthians saying, "We were trained by a godly and Christ-centered man
named Paul." This is certainly the case because Paul finishes with the thought, "...in the
day of Christ Jesus." It is a future hope that Paul is writing about, one that each believer
will face at the Bema Seat of Jesus Christ.

Life application: Will there be boasting by others of your work for the Lord? Will they
say, "This person led me to Christ"? Will they say, "This person mentored me to become
a strong and competent disciple"? And likewise, will those who ministered to you be
able to boast over who you became as a believer in the Lord, or will they be
embarrassed at how you wasted your few short years in Christ?

Heavenly Father, | have just a few short years to walk in Your presence. | know that | will
stand before Jesus and give an account for how | spent those years. Will those who led
me to You be satisfied with how | used the instruction they gave me? Will my Lord be
pleased with the life | lived for Him? Or will | just receive the Gift and then fritter away
my years in back-sliding? Which will it be? Lord, give me the desire to walk rightly before
You, redeeming the time and focusing on the glory to come, not on the temporary,
earthly life | now live. Amen.

And in this confidence | intended to come to you before, that you might have a second
benefit— 2 Corinthians 1:15

The "confidence" that Paul is referring to is his statement in verse 13 which said, "l trust
you will understand, even to the end." In other words, Paul had said something in his
previous letter to them which had not come to pass and he wanted them to know that
he was not just saying one thing and arbitrarily doing another thing.
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As he will explain, he had originally planned that he would leave Ephesus and travel
directly to Corinth. After that, he would then head to Macedonia and return to Corinth,
from which he would sail back to Jerusalem. However, in 1 Corinthians 16:5, 6 he had
already changed those plans to instead go through Macedonia first. The "second
benefit" that he speaks of was the original plan of having two visits.

The "benefit" in Greek is literally "grace." Paul wasn't just speaking about a happy
occasion which would result from his visit, but instead a granting of divine grace.
However, he was precluded from this by a change in his plans. He will continue to
discuss this issue, giving a full explanation for why he didn't follow through with the
original arrangement.

Life application: Sometimes we think we know the motives of why someone takes a
particular action and we allow it to upset us, even to the point where we feel
resentment and anger. And yet, there may have been completely innocent motives for
the action, or there could have been unavoidable circumstances which arose and which
necessitated the change. It is always good to review the whole situation carefully before
letting our emotions take over and ruin the day.

Lord, it sure is easy to assume we know the motives of other people’s actions and to let
them spoil our mood or even our friendships. But unless we know what they were
thinking, we're leaping ahead without all the information. | know I've done this a jillion
times and I've spoiled many parties over nothing. Help me to be wise and discerning as
things arise in life that may not be as how | first perceive them. | know that if | can just
calm down, step back, and be willing to talk things through, | will be a lot better off. Be
with me in this, O God. Amen.

...to pass by way of you to Macedonia, to come again from Macedonia to you, and be
helped by you on my way to Judea. 2 Corinthians 1:16

Paul's words continue the previous verse. They convey his original intentions, though
these things never actually came to pass. It was at first his desire to "pass by way of you
to Macedonia." In other words, it was his longing to go first to Corinth for a visit and
then on to Macedonia after that.

After his visit to Macedonia, he intended to then turn around and go once again through
Corinth to have that "second benefit" mentioned in the previous verse. He truly desired
their company and their fellowship for that second time. And finally, after this second
visit was coming to a close, he said he desired to "be helped by you on my way to
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Judea." This "help" meant conducting him to the ship from the city. It is a similar
thought to that found in 1 Corinthians 16:6 -

"And it may be that | will remain, or even spend the winter with you, that you
may send me on my journey, wherever | go."

In this, and in many other instances, we get clues to the fact that Paul had a disability,
probably extremely poor eyesight, which necessitated that he be assisted in his travels.
When leaving Corinth, he was hoping for an escort of any Corinthians that would like to
see him off at the port. It is a touching note from his hand showing his sincerity in these
original plans which were later amended.

Life application: Seeing off missionaries is a good way of honoring them. By giving them
a grand send off, it is acknowledging to them that they are important people doing work
which is necessary and appreciated. Should you have missionaries visiting your area, be
sure to recognize them for their noble efforts.

Lord God, | really thank You for those people who have stepped out and accepted the
role of being missionaries in other nations in hopes of making converts to the glorious
gospel of Your Son. How easy it is to stay at home where there is comfort and ease. But
how noble it is for someone to set that aside and be willing to go to remote places where
comfort is forgotten and ease is the last thing available! Lord, lavish a reward upon
those who are truly devoted to You in those remote places. Let them feel Your presence
in a grand way. Amen.

Therefore, when | was planning this, did | do it lightly? Or the things | plan, do | plan
according to the flesh, that with me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No?
2 Corinthians 1:17

In a roundabout way of explaining why he chose not to come to Corinth, as he originally
planned and as he noted in the preceding verses, Paul asks rhetorically, "When | was
planning this, did | do it lightly?" In other words, was he just saying, "l may come or |
may not... it all depends on how | feel at the time." Were his words vacillating and
unsure?

The Greek translated as "lightly" is elaphria. It is only used this one time in the New
Testament and it means "levity," i.e., fickleness. It comes from another similar word
which means light, as in not heavy or burdensome. And so, he is refuting the charges of
those who claimed he was fickle or insincere in his dealings with them.
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Continuing, he asks, "Or the things | plan, do | plan according to the flesh...?" "According
to the flesh" is probably referring to a person who easily makes promises and then easily
reneges on those promises, showing that he lives in a carnal and self-centered manner.
It could also have the second meaning of a person who is weak and unable to say what
he really means out of fear of alienating others. Either way, his asking this as a question
is intended to show that such is not the case.

And finishing up this verse, he asks whether they believe that with him "there should be
Yes, Yes, and No, No." In this is a portion of the teaching of Jesus from the Sermon on
the Mount. In Matthew 5, he said this -

"Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely,
but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.” 3*But | say to you, do not swear at all:
neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 3> nor by the earth, for it is His footstool;
nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 3® Nor shall you swear by your
head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 3’ But let your ‘Yes’ be
‘Yes,” and your ‘No,” ‘No.” For whatever is more than these is from the evil one."
-Matthew 5:33-37

This same sentiment is cited by James in his letter (5:12). It thus was by this time a
commonly taught and understood precept. Paul was asking if they felt he was failing to
adhere to the words of Jesus and speaking out of both sides of his mouth at once. The
rhetorical nature of these questions shows that none of this was the case. He will
defend his actions to show this is so.

It should be understood that each phrase in this verse carries a bit of ambiguity and can
be viewed from different ways. It is as if Paul is purposefully using such ambiguous
wording to cover any and all possibilities concerning accusations against him. In this the
Pulpit Commentary says, "There is probably no clause in the New Testament of which
the certain sense must be left so indeterminate as this."

Life application: The Bible asks us to be trustworthy, even to the simple promises we
make. When others hear our words, they should be willing to accept them at face value.
In this, if we don't follow through with them, we need to have a very good reason for it.
We also must be able to defend why we didn't live up to the words we have uttered.

Lord, You have asked us to let our Yes be Yes and our No be No. We are to be so
trustworthy that when we speak, people will accept our words at face value. Help me in
this Lord! Give me the courage to speak only the truth and then the fortitude to follow
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up with the words | speak in a manner which will show that | am a person of integrity.
Let others not see a fault in Christian honor when they see me. Instead, may my words
bring honor to the Name | bear - Jesus! Amen.

But as God is faithful, our word to you was not Yes and No. 2 Corinthians 1:18

Paul's words here have been construed in various ways. The two predominant views are
that this is an oath. "As God is faithful, so are my words to you," or

that God will vindicate him in his words to them. Either way, his words contain and relay
the sense that what he has spoken and continues to speak to those at Corinth is in
accord with the words of the Lord.

His "Yes" has meant "Yes" and his "No" has meant "No." They were not fickle or
faltering, but firm and fixed. This note of God's faithfulness is not unique to this letter. It
is a theme which he has transmitted often. Not only does he speak of God's faithfulness
to the Corinthians on several occasions, but also to those in other areas. One example is
in his first letter to the Thessalonians -

"He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it." 1 Thessalonians 5:24
He also conveys this in his second letter to them as well -

"But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one."
-2 Thessalonians 3:3

Paul wants those in Corinth to know that just as God is faithful, the words he has spoken
are faithful. God is his witness to the integrity of his words.

Life application: Integrity is a dying attribute of people in the world today. But when one
possesses it, they are remembered for it. As Christians, we are called to speak openly
and honestly so that others may see in us truthful disciples of the Lord. We bear His
name and therefore others will make value judgments concerning Him based on how
we present ourselves.

Lord God, it is my hope and desire that when others interact with me, they will see
someone who is truthful and willing to place his integrity above the temporary and
fleeting passions of the world. | know that my every action may be evaluated by
someone else, and that this will in turn reflect upon You. May | never conduct myself in a
way which would diminish You in their eyes. May it be so. Amen.
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For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me,
Silvanus, and Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 2 Corinthians 1:19

This verse shows us that Silas is the same as Silvanus mentioned elsewhere. With one
name or another, he is mentioned in Acts and some of the epistles. But, along with this
verse, the verse which ties the two as being the same person is Acts 18:5 -

"When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the
Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ." Acts 18:5

Knowing who was with Paul at that time and then comparing it to the timing of this
epistle, it is certain they are the same person. And so, using Silvanus and Timothy as
support for his words to the Corinthians because they were both reputable souls, Paul
continues with his defense concerning his actions.

He calls on an understanding of "the Son of God, Jesus Christ" by his audience. In this,
he cannot be referring to a person who is an adopted son of God, but rather the true
and only begotten Son of God. Hence, the highlighting of Him in this way - marking Him
out as unique and distinct from all others. It was He "who was preached among you by
us." The truly begotten of the Father was the subject of their preaching. As this is so,
their words are being tied into the truthfulness of their actions.

It would make no sense to preach the embodiment of truth, Jesus Christ, just to turn
around and act in an untruthful manner. In essence, there is the "Proof of the
unchangeableness of the doctrine from the unchangeableness of the subject of it,
namely, Jesus Christ" (JFB Commentary).

The doctrine of those who preached was sure because of the One of whom they spoke.
In Him what they communicated "was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes." The words
"in Him was Yes" are literally, "Yes has come to pass in Him." Jesus is the embodiment of
truth and He demonstrated this in His life and actions. For a few corresponding verses
which confirm this, we can go to the following -

"I am the way, the truth, and the life." John 14:6
"For this cause | was born, and for this cause | have come into the world, that |

should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."
-John 18:37
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"These things says He who is holy, He who is true." Revelation 3:7

"And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
judges and makes war." Revelation 19:11

As Jesus is so represented as the truth, and as Paul proclaimed the truth of Jesus, he
himself, along with the others with him, determined to always be as truthful as the One
whom they proclaimed. There was no vacillating or wavering in a "Yes and No" but
rather in Him was "Yes."

Life application: Because we bear the name of Jesus, we need to ensure that our words
to others reflect His character as well. As He is the embodiment of truth, let us always
be truthful in the words we convey to others.

Lord God, it is so easy to fall into little untruths to cover up a fault or an unplanned event
which arises. It's not difficult to fall into outright lies as well when it will cover something
we have done wrong. But Lord, | bear the name of Jesus who embodies truth itself.
Because of this, | know that it is as important to be as truthful as | can be. Help me in this
Lord. Help me to always be a person of integrity and honesty. When others see me, |
pray that You will not be diminished in their eyes. Amen.

For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God
through us. 2 Corinthians 1:20

Speaking of Christ Jesus, Paul says that "all the promises of God in Him are Yes."
However, the translation here with the inserted "are" makes "Yes" the predicate of the
promises. That is not the intent. Rather, what Paul is saying is that Christ is the incarnate
answer to the promises of God. Thus, it should be stated as a separate clause. "For how
many soever be the promises of God, in him is the yea." (ERV)

It is Christ who is the fulfillment of the promises. When we call on Him, those promises
which were fulfilled in Him now belong to us. Going on it says, "and in Him Amen."
Vincent's Word Studies notes that "In giving this answer in His person and life, Christ
puts the emphatic confirmation upon God's promises." God made promises and those
promises are emphatically fulfilled in Jesus.

This is explained by Him when He spoke to the leaders of Israel in John 5 -
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"And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither
heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form. 3 But you do not have His word
abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe. 3°You search the
Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which

testify of Me. 4° But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life."
-John 5:37-40

He is the fulfillment of Scripture and therefore the promises of God which were made to
the people of God (to Abraham for example, explaining that in his seed all nations of the
earth would be blessed) are realized in Him. Paul gives this thought in Romans 15 -

"Now | say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the
truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers, °and that the Gentiles
might glorify God for His mercy..." Romans 15:8, 9

And in the book of Hebrews, we read this -

"And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who
are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance." Hebrews 9:15

Every Messianic promise is realized in Him and in Him is the Amen. It means He is
faithful and true. In Him is the confirmation and establishment of those promises. In
Revelation 3:14 He is called the "Amen" to demonstrate this.

Life application: As you read the Bible and consider the promises of God, realize that
God Himself fulfilled each of them in Christ. When we receive Him, those promises now
belong to us because of Him. Let us be ever-thankful for the wonderful, tender mercies
of God who promised and fulfilled for beings such as us.

Heavenly Father, You made many promises in the Old Testament about a new life and a
new hope of living in Your presence again. And then You sent Jesus to fulfill those
promises. In Him is the "Yes" of all of them. Now that | have called on Him, | am included
in the fulfillment of them. | am again reconciled to You through what He did. It all came
from You, it all belongs to You, and all the glory is to be given to You. Thank You for Jesus
who has made all things new. Amen!

Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God.
2 Corinthians 1:21

27



Paul ties these words in with the "Amen" of the previous verse. There he said -

"For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God
through us."

In Christ is the Amen, the establishment of who we are in God because in Him is the
fulfillment of all of God's promises. When we unite with Him, we participate in those
things, thus we are established. Expanding on that, he says "Now He who establishes us
with you in Christ..." In other words, our position is externally granted and fixed. It is not
something that we have done, but something that has been done for us. This "us" is
probably referring to Paul and those whom he was with because he says "us with you."

Paul and those with him, along with the Corinthians (and any who have received Christ)
have been established in Christ. Further, He "has anointed us." The word for "anointed"
is chrio. It is used only five times in the New Testament. All other four instances are
referring to Jesus - Luke 4:18, Acts 4:27, Acts 10:38, Hebrews 1:9. Jesus is the
"Anointed," which is the meaning of Christ. And in Him we have received an anointing
from God.

In the Greek of this verse, there is a change in the tense of the verbs. The word
"establishes" is a present participle, but the "anoints" is an aorist. We are continually
being established and upheld in Christ, but we are, at whatever moment we received
Christ "anointed." Therefore, it should read "anointed" rather than "has anointed." It
may seem trivial, but Paul's words were written 2000 years ago and yet they still apply
today, 2000 years later. When a person calls on Christ, he is anointed in Christ. From
that moment on he is established and continues to be established. "Now He who is
continually establishing us with you in Christ and, who anointed us, is God." 2
Corinthians 1:21 (CGV - Charlie Garrett Version)

Life application: God has done everything necessary for us in Christ. He has done the
work through Him, He has anointed us in Him, and He continues to establish us in Him.
It is by grace we are saved, through faith, and that not of ourselves. Rather, it is the gift
of God. Let us not boast, but instead proclaim the greatness of God in Christ.

Heavenly Father, grant us the ability to endure the heartaches of this life. They come at
the most unexpected times and in the most unexpected ways. And some are utterly
debilitating, robbing us of our sleep, our ability to concentrate, and even to taste the
food that we must force down. We are limited in our understanding of why things
happen and we cannot see the end which You can. In these times of distress, help us to
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have the confident trust that You have it all under control. Grant us Your peace through
the overwhelming storms of life. Amen.

...who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
2 Corinthians 1:22

In the previous verse, Paul noted that those who believe in Christ are anointed by God.
Tied to this comes another benefit, an eternal one. Understanding what he is speaking
of here should completely put at ease anyone who has been confused about the
doctrine of "eternal salvation." In other words, can a person "lose" their salvation? The
answer is "No!" God Himself has anointed us and God Himself has "sealed us."

The word for "sealed" is sphragizd. It means "properly to seal (affix) with a signet ring or
other instrument; to stamp." It "signifies ownership and the full security carried by the
backing (full authority) of the owner. 'Sealing' in the ancient world served as a 'legal
signature' which guaranteed the promise (contents) of what was sealed." A change in
ownership has taken place and that change, from the devil to God, bears His seal. As
there is no higher authority in heaven or on earth, it must be an eternal salvation. God
does not make mistakes.

Further, as evidence of this, Paul notes that He has "given us the Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantee." The word "guarantee" is the Greek word arrabdn. It properly means, "A
pledge; an earnest, earnest-money, a large part of the payment, given in advance as a
security that the whole will be paid afterwards.” The sealing of the Spirit is "a
guarantee." To say that a person who receives God's anointing, seal, and Spirit could
then lose it is to accuse God of reneging on a guarantee that He has made; it is an
impossible situation to even consider.

As Paul says in Ephesians 1:13, 14 -

"In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, **who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory."

Paul notes there, using the same words sphragizé and arrabdn, the certainty of eternal
salvation. Any other verses which appear to contradict this doctrine have either been
misunderstood or they’ve been taken out of their intended context. God is not in the
business of making errors, especially with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.
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This Greek word, arrabon is a transliteration from the Hebrew word erabon. Both words
are used only three times in Scripture. In the Old Testament, they are all found in
Genesis 38, in a story which seems so peculiar that it is almost universally
misunderstood. The three times it is found in the New Testament are in Paul's writings -
2 Corinthians 1:22, 2 Corinthians 5:5, and Ephesians 1:14. To obtain a fuller
understanding of the significance of that beautiful Old Testament passage found in
Genesis 38, please make time to watch this sermon on YouTube or Sermon Audio.

Life application: If you are like every other person on earth (and you are), then you will
fail your Lord often after you call out to Him for salvation. However, He has received you
and you have been sealed for the day of redemption. Don't allow others to make you
feel you have "lost" your salvation. You could no more do so than God would reject His
own Son Jesus. You have moved to Him and you are "in" Him. You are secure. Press on
in His good graces with this surety. Pick up the pieces of your sin and rebellion, place
them in the garbage can, and move on in His security.

Lord God, thank You for the absolute security | have in You because of the work of Jesus.
I am fully confident in the doctrine of "eternal salvation" because it is what Your word
teaches. | know that | will stumble and fall, and | know that You have already forgiven
me for doing so. Grant me wisdom to live properly before You, but keep reminding me
that | am Yours, now and forever, because of the work of another... because of Jesus!
Hallelujah and Amen.

Moreover | call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you | came no more to
Corinth. 2 Corinthians 1:23

After carefully building up his words thus far in Chapter 1, Paul now gives the reason for
having not come directly to Corinth as he first proposed. In doing so, he calls out words
unigue in the New Testament writings by saying, "I call God as witness against my
soul..." He had just a few verses earlier confirmed to those in Corinth the words of Jesus
about letting your "Yes" be "Yes" and your "No" be "No." And yet, he now makes this
added statement as a confirmation of his honesty and integrity.

This then is not a contradiction of the intent of Jesus' words. Instead, it shows clearly
that Paul believed they were a general principle for always being truthful in speech to
others, but at the same time they are not a "rigid exclusion of the right to appeal to God
in solemn cases and for good reasons" (Pulpit Commentary). God has shown us, through
His word, that we can in fact make such bold claims when the situation so demands it.
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In the case of Paul here, he had a very good reason for not going through Corinth and it
required this oath when giving it. In his words to them, he gives the reason as "...to
spare you | came no more to Corinth." If he had come at the time he originally said he
would come, it would not have been a visit filled with love and tenderness, but one
filled with discipline and probably very hard feelings between both sides. He alluded to
this in 1 Corinthians 4 -

"What do you want? Shall | come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?" 1 Corinthians 4:21

Paul only had the best intent for the Corinthians and their mutual friendship in mind. It
is this that he now conveys to them.

Life application: We are certainly implored by the Lord to fulfill the words that we speak,
but there may be times when amending our actions are actually more necessary than
fulfilling the original plans we have conveyed. If so, however, we should be careful to
explain why we have made the changes, including what was involved in the decision.
Paul has set a good example of this for us in 2 Corinthians 1.

Lord, grant me the wisdom to know when to promise and when to withhold promises
that | may have to later break. But if | cannot fulfill my original words to others, help me
to be able to properly explain my motives and the benefits to all concerned for why they
had to be changed. Help me to never take my words lightly, but to be conscientious
about what | have spoken so that others see a person of integrity and trustworthiness. |
ask this so that they will see my devotion to You in the most favorable light. Amen.

Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers for your joy; for by
faith you stand. 2 Corinthians 1:24

Paul's words here are given to explain his words of the previous verse. He just said, "...to
spare you | came no more to Corinth." He is qualifying that statement now so that his
audience knows that neither he nor any of the apostles had "dominion over" their faith.

Each person comes to Christ in the same way, by grace through faith, and they have the
right to grow in their own way. If they are "on-fire" for the Lord, or if they quietly follow
Him in their hearts, they have dominion over their own faith. Although believers should
be encouraged to attend Bible studies and worship services, it is not up to someone else
to dictate to them whether they actually do. This is true even with Paul and the
apostles, as he now notes.
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Instead, they "are fellow workers for" their joy. They were to encourage, build up,
correct in doctrine, etc. But they were not the lords over the faith of those they
ministered to, and that same tradition carries on today between pastors and
congregants within the church. This is explicitly noted by Peter in his first epistle -

"...nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock." 1 Peter 5:3

Like Paul of the past, pastors are to be examples to the flock, not lords over them. Paul
understood this and wanted those in Corinth to understand it as well. His cancelled visit
to Corinth was to spare them from a loss of joy, not a loss of fellowship with Christ. And
the reason for this is because for them, as with every true believer, it is "by faith that
you stand." How can someone else control the faith of another? They cannot! And
therefore, they have no right to exercise dominion over that same faith. This notion that
we are saved by faith is stated by Paul many times. The idea that we also stand by faith
is mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15 -

"Moreover, brethren, | declare to you the gospel which | preached to you, which
also you received and in which you stand." 1 Corinthians 15:1

Life application: If you are in a church where the pastor wields too much authority over
your spiritual life, you should be extremely careful. This can be, and has many times,
turned into a cult with terrible consequences. Jim Jones, the Branch Davidians, the
Mormons, the Jehovah's Witnesses and many other cults started with leaders that
exercised dominion over their congregants. Many times in history it has ended badly for
the lives of those people. And the eternal consequences of such a relationship lead in
only one sad direction.

Heavenly Father, | am so thankful that | stand in my relationship to You by faith alone.
There is nothing | need to do in order to be saved except to believe the gospel message
of Christ. And there is nothing | need to do after that in order to remain saved. | stand by
faith in that same wondrous Lord. Knowing this, | now ask for the heart to exercise that
faith in the pursuit of knowledge and obedience to Your word, knowing that my eternal
rewards or losses will be counted based on this. Give me a yearning to know and serve
Jesus more! Amen.

32



CHAPTER 2

But | determined this within myself, that | would not come again to you in sorrow.
2 Corinthians 2:1

As the previous chapter concluded, Paul said that he had not come to Corinth as
previously planned in order to spare them. Building upon that now at the beginning of
this chapter, he says that he "determined this within myself..." He had changed his plans
based on careful forethought, not as a rash and sudden whim. He thought the matter
through and made his determination. In this fixed state of mind, he said that he "would
not come again to you in sorrow."

This is not speaking of his sorrow, but the sorrow that would have to be levied upon the
Corinthians by his correction of their conduct and doctrine. This will be more completely
explained in the next verse. Paul is showing that he had the very best interest of the
Corinthians in mind at all times and that he cared for them as his own special flock.

Life application: When considering those you fellowship with, always try to remember
to have their best in mind. If there is a reason why you should temporarily distance
yourself from them, make sure that they understand why. The confusion which results
from not knowing why people take certain actions can cause personal or even
congregational grief. Paul has given us this example in his actions towards the
Corinthians and it is good that we follow suit in it.

Wondrous God! How good it is to sit together with other believers in unity. Together we
can focus on Your word and how it points to the glorious work of Jesus our Lord. From
such fellowship and worship comes a bond like no other. They truly are a sort of
extended family. Help us to always act this way towards one another and to let a spirit
of harmony exist in our congregation. Amen.

For if | make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the one who is
made sorrowful by me? 2 Corinthians 2:2

Opening this chapter, Paul noted that concerning his visit to the Corinthians he had
decided that he "would not come again to you in sorrow." The reason for this is
explained in this verse now. "For if | make you sorrowful" relates to the previous verse.
If he came in sorrow, meaning with the need to discipline, then they would be filled with
SOrrow.
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The "I" in this is emphatic and it implies that there were others who caused them
trouble as well, thus he is singling himself out to make his point - "For if | (emphatic)
make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the one who is made
sorrowful by me?" The intent of his words is that there existed such a relationship
between them. If one side were sorrowful, the other side was there to comfort the
other. However, if both sides were sorrowful, then neither could comfort the other.
There would be only a mournful and tense gathering.

In this, the question is rather abrupt and it uses a singular, not a plural number for "he"
and "the one." Some see this as the man referred to in 1 Corinthians 5. He is just a single
member of the church, but he has caused the entire congregation to lose their joy.
However, what is more likely is that this is referring to the whole collectively. In other
words, "Who is he then...?" The reason this is likely is that the entire congregation was
involved in allowing the offender to stay in the church, despite his immoral conduct.
This is what Paul will address in order to correct. Because of this, the singular speaks for
each individual within the whole.

Paul knew that the entire congregation would mourn over his visit and needed discipline
and thus there would have been only sorrow for all concerned. Because of this, such a
visit would ultimately be unproductive.

Life application: Paul has demonstrated wisdom by addressing an issue via letter rather
than personally to maintain a sense of harmony between the believers. Eventually, a
personal visit would be in order. If we can learn from this example, we will be better off
than always assuming that a personal face-to-face visit is the best option in all
circumstances.

Heavenly Father, | absolutely cherish those | fellowship with. But like a family, it is
inevitable that little annoyances and dissensions will arise. | would pray that the bond of
a blood-family would exist between my spiritual family and me so that we will be willing
to overlook the little faults that arise and to remain loyal to one another, even through
such things. May Your hand of wisdom be with us in this as we worship You in a true
spirit of fellowship and love. Amen.

And | wrote this very thing to you, lest, when | came, | should have sorrow over those

from whom | ought to have joy, having confidence in you all that my joy is the joy of
you all. 2 Corinthians 2:3
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The first words, "And | wrote this very thing to you" could mean one of several things. It
could be referring to his change in plans concerning his visit (1 Corinthians 16:7), it could
mean the rebukes of his former epistle to expel the incestuous man, or it could even be
that he is conveying the thought "I write" instead of "l wrote." If the last is correct, it is a
form of communication known as an epistolary aorist. In essence, "What | write to you
now has the very object of sparing you a painful visit" (Pulpit).

Whichever is correct, or even if he intends something different than any of these
options, his writing was intended to smooth things over by letter prior to a visit. If he
simply came and dictated what was necessary to be done, there would only be "sorrow
over those from whom | ought to have joy." In other words, "Instead of a happy
gathering, there would only be sadness." This is what Paul was hoping to avoid by a
painful visit.

By following this course of action, he felt that his letter would convey his "confidence in
you all that my joy is the joy of you all." Stated differently if he maintained his joy, then
they would be joyous over that. The intent was that there would be no unhappiness
with them because he would come to them in joy.

Life application: It is true that there are times when a firm hand of discipline is required
and that it should be done in person. However, if the same result can be obtained
through a written letter and maintain harmony and fellowship between the two parties,
isn't that a preferred option? Let us always consider how to maintain love and harmony,
particularly in our relationships with other Christians.

Lord God, what a joy it is to wake up in Your presence each day. | arise, knowing You are
there. | open Your word and You are there. The sun rises and | see Your hand in the
perfection of its timing and the splendor of its beauty. As | go to work, You and | are in
fellowship... thank You for that beautiful white cloud. And so it goes throughout the
hours. Each step | take, | know that You are with me. Thank You for Your constant
presence in my life. Amen.

For out of much affliction and anguish of heart | wrote to you, with many tears, not
that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which | have so

abundantly for you. 2 Corinthians 2:4

In the previous verse, Paul noted that he had written to the Corinthians rather than
visited them in order to avoid sorrow in the encounter. Now he shows them the level of

35



sorrow that he had already felt, simply by writing. He says that "out of much affliction
and anguish of heart | wrote to you."

This shows the depth of the sorrow and pain that he possessed for needing to correct
their faulty doctrine and tolerance of sin. He says he suffered "affliction." This is a strong
word indicating "tribulation."” It is used throughout the New Testament to indicate
persecution or severe trials.

The word translated as "anguish" is sunoché. It is used only twice in the New Testament
and conveys the idea of distress, anguish, or anxiety. Its only other use is in Luke 21:25,
translated as "distress" -

"And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring..."

This word, according to Albert Barnes, "means, properly, 'a holding together or shutting
up'; and then, 'pressure, distress, anguish' - an affliction of the heart by which one feels
tightened or constrained; such a pressure as great grief causes at the heart."

Understanding this, we can see the true depth of Paul's sorrow for the confrontation
that was needed via his pen. It came through "many tears," but he notes to them that
those tears were "not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love
which | have so abundantly for you." Having conveyed these words to them, they should
now understand the full weight of the words of the previous verse.

If he had come under such circumstances, already sorrowful to this extreme state, then
when they were made sorrowful through the correction they needed, everyone would
be sorrowful. There would be no one to comfort anyone else. Rather than such a
difficult meeting, he felt it best that he would write, let them absorb his instruction, and
then come to them at a later time.

Life application: Again, we can learn much from Paul's example. He had the best intent
for the individual situation in mind. If a personal encounter would be unproductive or
counter-productive, then he knew that a letter would instead be the better choice.
Rushing into face-to-face discipline is not always the best means of handling a situation.

Lord, today I pray for wisdom in how | handle my interactions with others, especially
when sadness or difficulties could arise from them. Help me to know when to call, when
to write, and when to make a personal visit. And in whichever situation is needed, help
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my words to be graceful and salted with only the truth. Give me courage in my
convictions to never let doctrine be set aside for the sake of tolerance; something sorely
needed in this world today. Thank You Lord. Amen!

But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of you to some extent—
not to be too severe. 2 Corinthians 2:5

The construction of this verse is such that it can have one of at least three varied
meanings. Regardless of which it is that Paul intended to convey, the overarching
thought is that there was an offense; there was grief involved in that offense - towards
Paul and towards the church; and that therefore the entire church was affected.

The word "anyone" is singular and it is most probably referring to the unnamed
individual in 1 Corinthians 5. He remains unnamed here. Paul had instructed the church
to bring discipline against him due to his immoral actions which had caused this grief.
That occurred and now there is no strong language against him here and there are no
heavy-handed demands being made. Rather he is carefully and tenderly handling this
situation concerning the unnamed offender to get it behind them.

The next six verses will continue to explain this and what should be done about it. The
church had suffered and now the church needed to be healed of the matter without
prolonging it any further.

Life application: Church discipline is detailed in the Bible, but the Bible also shows that if
the measures of discipline are met, then reconciliation should be anticipated. Just as
Christ forgives us of our offenses when we repent, so the church should act in a like
manner towards offenders who repent as well.

Lord, help me to remember that even the person with the strongest faith can fall into
temptation and sin. | certainly know I'm not immune from it and neither is anyone else.
And so, help me to be wise in how | deal with a brother or sister who has made mistakes
while walking with You. Help me to not overlook sin, but also to not over-charge
someone for doing the same things | am prone to do. Let my heart be wise and
discerning about such difficult matters as this. Amen.

This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is sufficient for such a man,
2 Corinthians 2:6
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Explaining the source and now the intended correction of the matter which caused such
grief, Paul brings up the actions that had been taken based on his epistle. If this is
referring to the incident in 1 Corinthians 5 (as it most probably is) concerning a sexually
immoral man, he had recommended the following -

"...deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." 1 Corinthians 5:5

It appears the Corinthians took the action as recommended by Paul and it actually
provided two intended purposes. The first is obvious. It was to serve punishment upon
the offender in hopes of him turning from his immorality. In essence, it was intended to
bring him back to a right fellowship with the Lord and the church. Secondly, it was to
return purity to the church, both by expelling the impure man as well as to return purity
to the hearts of the congregants who had allowed such immorality to occur without any
repercussions.

Whether they took Paul's recommended course of action, or whether they modified it,
such as a meeting informing him that this action would take place if he didn't comply (or
whatever else may have occurred), the punishment worked. Because of this, Paul says,
"This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is sufficient for such a man."

The word translated as "punishment" is only found here in the New Testament. It is not
a word which carries a heavy punitive penalty, such as an "eternal punishment." Rather,
it is the word epitimia. It means "the fitting (appropriate) response necessary to turn
someone in the right direction." And this is exactly what occurred. A hope of turning this
man (and the congregation!) in the right direction was anticipated, and it is what came
about. Because the remedy worked, Paul says that it was sufficient.

Life application: The intent of corrective punishment is to correct. The Bible says, "If you
endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a
father does not chasten? 8But if you are without chastening, of which all have become
partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons" (Hebrews 12:7, 8). Should you face
such chastening, count it as an honor that you are a child of God and a member of His
church. This is especially true in today's world where sexual immorality is so prevalent in
the "church" (which is no church at all). Such people prove that they are not children of
God through their wicked actions.

Heavenly Father, there is the "church" and then there is the Church. In today's world,
there is an ever-growing gap between the two. The vile immoral actions which are being
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tolerated and even condoned in the visible church only prove that such people and
congregations are not a part of Your true Church. Help me to be wise and discerning in
where | attend, what | will tolerate, and when to move on from what is a no-church. It is
so easy to put friendships and long-standing attendance above Your word. Help me to
never make such an error, but to instead place You and Your word as my priority, above
all else. Amen.

...s0 that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps
such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. 2 Corinthians 2:7

Paul has been exceedingly comforting and delicate in his words towards the offender.
He has not called him by his name and he has referred to him in a roundabout manner.
For example, the word "him" in this verse isn't in the original, but is inserted by the
translators for clarity. In the previous verse, he noted that the punishment which had
been meted out by the majority was sufficient. It served its purpose and the man was
reformed. However, what can be inferred is that he is not only reformed, but immensely
sorrowful for having brought disgrace upon Christ, the fellowship, and himself.

Because of this, Paul says "on the contrary..." This is something like "on the other hand."
In essence, "Instead of continuing his discipline, you should on the other hand now take
a new direction." And this new direction is "rather to forgive and comfort him." Where
there was discipline (possibly excommunication which was recommended by Paul) there
should now be reconciliation. Where there was judgment, there should be forgiveness.
And where there was upsetting the brother and the fellowship, there should now be
comfort.

His reason for this action is clearly stated, "...lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up
with too much sorrow." The word translated as "swallowed" is used to indicate being
totally consumed, as if gulping something down. It is used in Hebrews 11 to indicate the
death of the Egyptians who pursued Israel -

"By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians,
attempting to do so, were drowned." Hebrews 11:29

Therefore, it is unclear if Paul was worried about him being so consumed with grief that
he may simply walk away from the faith or even commit suicide. Whatever word had
come to him concerning this man, he wanted it known that he held him in great concern
and in great love.
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Life application: It is apparent from this passage that church discipline is to be used to
bring a person to a point of sorrow and repentance and then it is to be ended. To
continue to discipline someone who has amended their ways can only end in harm
towards that person.

Lord God, help me to be a forgiving person when restoration is sought. Help me to not
carry grudges against those who have come and asked for making amends. It is so easy
to let past differences or offenses linger on, but | know that You would want them ended.
We have all walked contrary to You and yet You sent Your Son to reconcile us. For those
who have called out to Him, You have forgiven the past and established a new,
harmonious walk between the two. Help me to act in a like manner, especially
considering that the offense of others against me is miniscule in comparison to my
offenses against You. Help me in this. Amen.

Therefore | urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 2 Corinthians 2:8

Having suffered punishment sufficient to bring repentance, Paul was concerned that the
offender may arrive at a state of extreme sorrow where great harm may come to him. In
hope of that not taking place, he urges those at Corinth "to reaffirm your love to him."

By doing so, he would feel that he was fully brought back into the fold in good-standing.

The word for "reaffirm" here is kuroo. It is found only here and in Galatians 3:15. In
Galatians, it is used when speaking of the establishment of a covenant -

"Brethren, | speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a man’s covenant, yet
if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it."

A covenant stands as it was agreed on. This seems to be the idea with the man who had
been the offender in this situation. He was disciplined, but he was also a saved believer
in the Lord. That would not change. All believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit when
they believe (Ephesians 1:13, 14) and this is a guarantee which will not be broken. One
result of this is that they are brought into the body of Christ. Though they may be
disciplined, they are no less a part of that body. Paul is therefore asking them to receive
him back as such after his discipline, just as Christ will receive him at His coming.

To do this, Paul uses this word kuroo to ask them to reaffirm his position in Christ.

According to Thayer's, the intent here is that they were "to make a public decision that
love be shown to a transgressor by granting him pardon." The man had been openly
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rebuked and disciplined. Paul's words imply that he should be openly shown that he has
been received again into the fold.

Life application: If the intent of discipline is realized, it is only proper to make a public
display of reconciliation when a public display of discipline was meted out. Otherwise,
there will seemingly be a greater importance placed upon the discipline than there is on
the restoration.

Gracious God, | am so thankful for every blessing which You pour out on me day by day.
Too often, | fail to recognize them as they come. Or | fail to thank You for them for
whatever reason. But as | collectively think of all You have done for me, | know that
every breath | take and every flower along the path was a gift that | participated in. The
stream of goodness from You has never been anything but full and fulfilling. Thank You
for each and every blessing which You pour out on me day by day! Amen.

For to this end | also wrote, that | might put you to the test, whether you are obedient
in all things. 2 Corinthians 2:9

Greek scholars debate whether Paul is writing here about his first letter or this letter.
The verb is in the aorist tense and so either is possible. If he is writing about his first
letter, he indicates that the instructions for disciplining the man were included in that
letter rather than him coming to the church personally to test the obedience of the
Corinthians "in all things."

He had given them a directive to "put away from yourselves the evil person." By writing,
he would then have been testing their obedience to his authority as an apostle, even
when he was separate from them. In essence, it was a test of compliance to his
directive. It is easy to be obedient when one in authority is present, but it is less so
when that same authority is absent.

The second opinion is that he is using the tool known as an "epistolary aorist" in this
verse which concerns this same letter. In essence, "For to this end | also write (this
letter), that | might put you to the test (concerning forgiving the man who has been
disciplined), whether you are obedient in all things (both in punishment and in
restoration)."

In the end, the challenge is the same for the Corinthians: Will they be obedient to Paul's
directive concerning a very sensitive issue even though Paul is not personally present.
Whichever is the case, Paul was trusting in their faithfulness to his directives as an
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apostle of Christ. As this letter has become a part of the Bible, the exact same premise
carries over to each one of us.

His words are written under apostolic authority and thus carry the weight of having
come directly from the Lord. Are we willing to accept his (and thus the Lord's) authority
and be obedient to his prescriptive writings, or will we be disobedient to them? How
easy it is to go to verses outside of Paul's writings in order to justify disobedience! But it
is Paul who is the apostle to the Gentiles during this dispensation. Thus, it is his letters
which set the standard for the church age. Let us be willing to accept them and be
obedient to them.

Life application: The book of Acts is a descriptive account of the establishment of the
church. It is not intended as a tool of instruction for the establishment of doctrine.
Rather, Paul's words are given for that purpose. If something occurs in Acts which seems
contrary to one of Paul's directives, there is a reason for it. The variation then is not for
doctrinal use, but to show how the church was established. Once it was, we are to
prefer Paul's commands over the narrative found in Acts. Taking everything in its
intended context will keep the congregation from confusion and faulty doctrine.

Heavenly Father, | have come to realize that the world speaks about "God" in such
general terms as relationships, expectations, and hopes. And yet they are just individual
preferences without anything to back them up. They have created a "god" in their image
rather than searching You out as You have revealed Yourself to us in Your word. Help me
to be wise and discerning and never to make up my own "god" in Your place. Reveal
Yourself to me through Your word and only when ideas about You match it will | accept
them as valid. Let me be obedient only to the truth of who You are. Amen.

Now whom you forgive anything, | also forgive. For if indeed | have forgiven anything,
I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 2 Corinthians 2:10

Paul is speaking in a rather general way here concerning forgiveness of an offender.
Though it is vague and roundabout, he is certainly referring to the person mentioned in
verses 3-8. In other words, the general principle can be applied to the specific individual.
He is affirming the right of the congregation to forgive an offense and that he will, in
turn, support their decision. In essence, he is saying, "l have confidence in you to make
the right decision in such cases and | am supportive of your decision when it is made."

To shore up this thought he adds, "For if indeed | have forgiven anything, | have forgiven
that one for your sakes." His words are in the past tense, stating as an accomplished
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decision his support for what was or will be decided upon by the church; it was for their
sake that his forgiveness was granted. He is showing solidarity with them in what they
have resolved concerning the matter.

To finish his thought, he adds that it was "in the presence of Christ." The Greek literally
reads, "...in the face of Christ." It is as if Christ was literally present and watching what
occurred. His words then are intended for those in Corinth to understand that, "I have
acted with Christ watching me, to whom | am accountable."

The whole verse speaks of a process which is intended to bring reconciliation, ensure
harmony, and yet uphold the strictest standards of integrity, knowing that the Lord has
His eyes on the situation.

Life application: One aspect of Christian life that should be remembered is that we are in
the presence of the Lord at all times. Our words, our actions, our interactions, etc. are
all known to Him. Some day we will stand before Him and give an account of our lives.
Judgment is coming, so let us act as if we believe it now. But the good news is that our
judgment in Christ is not for salvation or condemnation, but for rewards and losses. Let
us work for the former so we do not receive the latter!

Lord God, | am so grateful that the judgment | will face is not one for salvation or
condemnation, but only for rewards and losses. Because of having received Christ, my
salvation is secure. Now Lord, give me the wisdom to work for rewards, shun that which
would end in loss, and do all of it for Your glory. Thank You for Jesus who has made all of
this possible! Thank You for the cross and the shed blood of the Lamb. Thank You for
Jesus. Amen.

...lest Satan should take advantage of us; 2 Corinthians 2:11

Paul has been addressing forgiveness and now he gives a very important reason for it -
"... lest Satan should take advantage of us." Here he gives the devil's proper name,
Satan. It means "an adversary," "an accuser," or "an enemy." The devil (Satan) is this
adversary, accuser, and enemy of both God and man. Paul had first recommended that
the Corinthians "...deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" (1 Corinthians 5:5). However, because
of the circumstances, he was now taking the avenue of forgiveness and reconciliation.

This path is taken so "lest Satan should take advantage of us." The verb for "take
advantage of" indicates to "overreach." In essence, it is "a game against the Tempter, in
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which the souls of men are at once the counters and the stake" (Ellicott). A spiritual
match of wits and strategy was being waged and Paul wanted to ensure that the devil
would not succeed in his efforts to harm the souls of either the man in particular or the
congregation in general.

His reason for this is given, "...for we are not ignorant of his devices." Paul had a great
amount of experience in waging this battle against the devil. In Ephesians 6, he writes
concerning the spiritual warfare around us and specifically "the wiles of the devil" in
verse 11. He also notes later in this letter that "a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a
messenger of Satan" (2 Corinthians 12:7). In writing to the Thessalonians, he notes that
Satan actually hindered his way in visiting them.

In these and other instances, it is apparent that Paul knew well that Satan is a powerful
adversary and that he needed to stay ahead of him always.

Life application: The spiritual battle is real and we need to be aware of it. Keeping in the
word, staying close to God in prayer, and remaining united to other believers in close
fellowship are all ways that this battle can be effectively handled and won.

Lord, | know that the devil is a real adversary and that he has his schemes set to bring
down any one of us at just the right moment. Help me Lord to be strong in You and to
stay close to You through Your word, through prayer, and through fellowship with other
believers. | know that only in this way will | be able to stand against his work. Help my
morals to be upright, my tongue to be pure, and my heart to be soft toward
righteousness that | might not sin against You. Amen.

Furthermore, when | came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened
to me by the Lord, 2 Corinthians 2:12

Paul now returns to the sequence of events that he left off with in verse 4. Verses 5-11
were an insert thought which has now been completed. He had determined to not go
directly to Corinth for the reasons previously stated. On his journey to Macedonia, he
came to Troas, which was on the route between Ephesus and Macedonia.

On the way he says "when | came to Troas." There is an article in front of "Troas" which
leads scholars to think he is referring to the general area and not specifically the city.
There in that area, he notes that concerning Christ's gospel, "a door was opened to me
by the Lord."
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This terminology is quite similar to the words he used concerning Ephesus in 1
Corinthians 16:8, 9 -

"But | will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. ° For a great and effective door has
opened to me, and there are many adversaries."

As this journey was from Ephesus to Macedonia via Troas, it becomes apparent through
his use of this same term in such close intervals that the Lord was carefully directing his
steps for the furtherance of His gospel. In this, we can see that even the anguish of the
situation at Corinth was used to further the gospel elsewhere. Nothing happens by
chance and all things are being directed by the infinitely wise Lord.

Despite this, there will be a conflict in Paul that will cause a change of plans in his work
in Troas. This will be seen in the coming verse.

Life application: At those times when it seems that the Lord isn't there with you, He is.
He may be working on something entirely unexpected by you, so trust that He truly will
never leave you nor forsake you.

Lord, how many times have | thought You weren't there with me as | faced some
difficulty or trial. And yet, when | got through it, | saw that You were there working it out
and accomplishing other marvelous things at the same time. How faithless | was to think
I had been abandoned! Help me to remember this when the next trial or difficulty comes
along. Don't let me forget that You are with me. Instead, help me to wisely look for Your
hand in the events as they unfold. Amen!

I had no rest in my spirit, because | did not find Titus my brother; but taking my leave
of them, | departed for Macedonia. 2 Corinthians 2:13

In the previous verse, Paul mentioned his arrival in Troas for the purpose of transmitting
the gospel. While there he noted that "a door was opened to me by the Lord." However,
and despite this, he says he "had no rest" in his spirit. The thing that usually brought him
the greatest joy was telling others the news of Christ. He worked tirelessly in this and
took every advantage of it. And yet, even with a door wide open before him to walk
through and share the news, he was in anguish to hear about the state of affairs at
Corinth.

He then notes the reason behind the anguish. It was "because | did not find Titus my
brother." It is apparent that the two had intended to meet up and either he was late in
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arriving, Titus was late in arriving, or circumstances had changed Titus' original plans. It
was Titus who would carry news about the affairs at Corinth, but for whatever reason,
he now had no way of hearing how things had transpired there. And so he left this great
field of harvest at Troas to hopefully find Titus in Macedonia.

The entire thought is one which shows the immense care that Paul felt for this church
which he was so closely tied to. It was a burden that he felt for all of his children-
churches, so much so that he almost couldn't endure not knowing how they were faring
in their lives and doctrine. The same general sentiment that is expressed now towards
Corinth is also seen in his first letter to the Thessalonians -

"For this reason, when | could no longer endure it, | sent to know your faith, lest
by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain."
-1 Thessalonians 3:5

We are shown in these letters of Paul that sometimes correcting doctrine of current
believers is to be considered on the same level as evangelizing new ones. The
importance of correct doctrine for believers is because if they get off course, then those
whom they evangelize will never come to know the truth of the gospel message. Paul
felt this burden in the most intense way.

Life application: There are only so many hours in a day and there are only so many
avenues we can pursue with this small amount of time we have been given. Let us make
sound choices as to where we will focus our attention, redeeming the time as best we
can.

Lord, I know that there are only so many hours in a day. How will | use them to most
effectively serve You? Help me to be wise and discerning about events as they unfold
before me and to prioritize them to be the most advantageous for Your kingdom. Let me
not be slack in my efforts to bring the good news to those around me and to minister to
those who reach out concerning whatever needs they face. | guess what | am asking Lord
is for You to direct my steps according to Your wisdom and not mine. Amen.

Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us
diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 2 Corinthians 2:14

Paul, in what is not uncommon in his writings, breaks into a shout of joy as he considers
the situation. He lets out a resounding "Now thanks be to God." This is based on several
key points which came to a confluence in his life at the same time.
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First, he had finally met up with Titus. Second, because he had heard the good news
from Titus about the positive status of the Corinthian church. And third, he was
overwhelmed with the great abundance that came about from his visit to the
Macedonian churches concerning a gift for the church in Jerusalem. These points won't
be seen until chapters 7 and 8, but Paul hints on them now before addressing many
important issues. He will return to these thoughts though and give them in detail at that
time.

For these things, he sent his thanks "to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ."
The word for "leads us in triumph" is thriambeuo. It is used only one other time in the
NT, in Colossians 2:15 and it means "properly, to display triumph openly; publically
exalting the victor who leads a victory-procession —and putting the conquered on
display."

Scholars and translators vary on how to render this. It could either be something like
"causes us to triumph in Christ," or "leads us in triumph in Christ." The two are vastly
different and yet either could be deduced from the surrounding text. However, the fact
that the surrounding issues were handled by the Lord, even directed by Him, it would
make sense to say that it is He who leads us in triumph. Because of this, it is He who
"through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge and power in every place."

As He leads us in triumph, our lives are used to diffuse what we know of Him to others.
The idea of "fragrance" is used by Paul elsewhere to indicate the offering of Christ
Himself for us (Ephesians 5:2) and of a gift that was sent to Paul (Philippians 4:18). The
intent of this "fragrance" is that it permeates all things and is pleasing in and of itself.
Therefore, like incense, the "knowledge and power" of Christ is diffused through the
disciples of Christ to the glory of God.

Life application: Paul takes time to weave the difficulties of his life into larger pictures of
God's obvious hand in them by bringing them together not for greater difficulty, but for
overall benefit. If we can overlook the small difficulties in our lives and see how they all
actually turn out for a greater benefit, then we can truly rest in the fact that God has it
all under control. Let us learn from the Bible that there is a good end and God is working
towards it, even through our failings, faults, and trials.

Heavenly Father, it is more than wonderful to know that the times of trial and difficulty |
face are actually being used for a good end. | can look at the lives of great men like
Abraham, Joseph, David, and Paul and | can see that even though they faced immense
trials, each was a part of a greater whole which was being used for a very good end. As
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this is so with them, and as | am Your child through faith in Jesus, then it must be true
with me too. Thank You for this certain knowledge as | face the times of trial which come
my way! Amen.

For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and
among those who are perishing. 2 Corinthians 2:15

In the previous verse, Paul spoke of himself and the other ministers of Christ saying that
He "...as through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place." Building
upon that, he now states that "we are to God the fragrance of Christ." Their ministry is
what diffuses "the fragrance of His knowledge in every place." God has chosen to use
fallible humans to carry the infallible message of His Son to the people of the world.

In this, the fragrance goes forth as God purposes. The imagery is that of the streets of
Rome after a triumph had been realized for the empire. The air would be filled with the
fragrance of incense as the victors proceeded through the streets. However, there is
another part of the scene that the world saw. Not only would the victors walk in their
uniforms with their heads held high, but following them would be the vanquished foes.
They would be captives taken as slaves or for display in the Coliseum where they would
be put to death. The same fragrance would go forth to both, but the effect upon them
would be completely different in its reception.

This fragrance of Christ then diffuses "among those who are being saved and among
those who are perishing." In Paul's words is an inescapable truth. Some will be saved
and some will perish. The gospel is the standard by which this will come about. Those
who receive Christ will be the victors and to them the sweet fragrance is that of life and
salvation. Those who reject Christ will be the vanquished. Among them that sweet
fragrance will be a testimony against them that death, banishment from the presence of
God, and eternal punishment will be the result.

Life application: In today's pluralistic world, people teach that there are many ways to
God and that salvation can mean a host of things. Instead of following what God has
said in His word, they make stuff up that sounds good and they run with it. But such a
message has no true pleasing fragrance. The incense has been tainted with untruth and
it only carries the smell of death. There is but one way to be saved - through Jesus
Christ, and that salvation carries with it an ultimate truth - reconciliation with God by
the putting away of sin. There is no other way, so accept the gospel, be saved, and be a
victor through the work of Christ.
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Heavenly Father, Your word says that there is but one way to be reconciled to You. Apart
from receiving Jesus Christ, no person can be saved. | believe this message and it is my
desire to continue to proclaim it, even to death itself. Governments or false religions can
take my life, but they can never exterminate my faith in Jesus Christ. | stand on the
gospel because it is the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and
among those who are perishing. Amen.

To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of
life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things? 2 Corinthians 2:16

Paul just noted that the apostles (meaning the message they carried) are "to God the
fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are
perishing." Expanding on that, he gives a contrast as to how this fragrance is received.
He says that, "To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death." In Greek, it reads
ek thanatou eis thanaton - "from death to death."

The state of the unregenerate is already death. This is because "the wages of sin is
death" and "all have sinned." Those who reject the gospel message do so from death to
death. There can be no life for someone who is already dead and who has chosen the
path of death by rejecting Christ. Therefore, Paul equates the fragrant message of Christ
as the aroma which a prisoner headed to death would smell. As Vincent's Word Studies
notes -

"Some find here an allusion to a revolting feature of the Roman triumph. Just as the
procession was ascending the Capitoline Hill, some of the captive chiefs were taken into
the adjoining prison and put to death. "Thus the sweet odors which to the victor - a
Marius or a Julius Caesar - and to the spectators were a symbol of glory and success and
happiness, were to the wretched victims - a Jugurtha or a Vercingetorix - an odor of
death" (Farrar)."

This same type of terminology has been noted among the rabbis as well. It is obviously a
universally understood concept then. People of all cultures know that death is the end.
Most cultures believe in an afterlife that must somehow be merited. Therefore, if the
way of merit is not attained, then there is only death leading to death. Thankfully for the
Christian, there is an absolute assurance which is found nowhere else. It is "to the other
the aroma of life leading to life."

For the one who reaches out and receives the fragrant aroma of the gospel message, it
is ek zoes eis zoen - "from life to life." The Source of life is found in the gospel message
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which centers on Jesus Christ. When that life is received in an animated being, he moves
to the life which is true life. The spiritual reconnection to God is made and eternal life is
granted. It is more than a hope, but it is rather a certain, present, and guaranteed
reality.

Paul finishes the verse with the sobering words, "And who is sufficient for these things?"
He asks this rhetorically as a way of showing the immense responsibility laid upon the
one who shares the gospel message. It is a two-edged sword which will lead some to life
and some to death. The words when transmitted will lead to either eternal life or
eternal damnation. Who would take such a responsibility lightly? Who would even be
willing to speak such words, knowing what the result could be? Paul implies here that it
is the grace of God alone which enabled him to pronounce the eternal destiny-deciding
words.

Life application: We have all been asked to share the message of Christ, either in word
or in action. As our lives are to be a gospel message in and of themselves, let us walk
soberly and consider that when we fail to responsibly reflect Christ to others, it may be
to them the fragrance of death leading to death. How great is our responsibility then!

Heavenly Father, others are evaluating a relationship with Christ based on my actions.
Should | present myself other than a faithful, trustworthy, and fully dedicated follower of
You, then | may be the very reason that they never receive Jesus as their Savior. If this is
the case, then how terrifying a thing will then occur? They will have gone from death
leading to death because of my irresponsible actions. Help me to live my life and calling
in a manner which would be above such an occurrence. Help me in this O God. Amen.

For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from
God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ. 2 Corinthians 2:17

Paul's words in this verse reflect a horrifying truth concerning false teachers; they were
present even at this extremely early point in church history. He has to actually contrast
himself to them because of their numbers which are hoi polloi - "the many." In other
words, the majority of those proclaiming the word of God were hucksters. It should be
noted though that this could be anyone proclaiming portions of the Jewish canon
because this was "the word of God" at that time. The New Testament didn't yet exist.

Therefore, they could intentionally be proclaiming Christ incorrectly, proclaiming a false
Christ, or they could otherwise be engaged in some misuse of the Scriptures which
existed. And the reason for this type of misuse of Scripture was because there was profit
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in it. They were "peddling the word of God" The word used here is kapéleud. It is found
only here in the New Testament and it means "properly, to act as an unscrupulous
merchant, i.e., 'a huckster' who profits by 'peddling the Word of God' for personal gain."

Involvement in religion has always been an easy way to benefit off of others. If someone
is an eloquent orator, a smart businessman, or a cunning deceiver, he can make a great
deal off a religious presentation. This is because a desire to know more about such
things is instilled in all of us. If the right buttons are pushed, the cash will generally flow
out from the target with ease.

However, there is a contrast to this which is teaching the word of God out of "sincerity."
Paul notes that this was the intent of himself and those with him. They determined to
teach "as from God." This means of teaching is often far less rewarding from a monetary
standpoint because it involves an effort in thinking that most don't want to engage in.
Proper theology is actually hard work for an individual to assimilate. Most people would
rather be taught what to believe and then follow through with that belief regardless of
its truth because it is easier to swallow and often goes down smoothly.

Paul wanted nothing of this. Instead, he said that "we speak in the sight of God in
Christ." He knew to whom he was accountable and he feared what not speaking the
truth meant. Others, lacking a fear in the true God, said what tickles the ear because it
was easy, profitable, and bore the ability to wield control over others. Paul, being "in
Christ," rather determined to preach the truth of God in a sincere fashion, knowing that
there was a greater reward ahead for both himself and for those whom he instructed.

Life application: Unfortunately, great orators often gain large audiences regardless
whether they actually teach the word of God in truth or not. If they sound authoritative,
they can pretty much say anything and reap a great harvest of very poor grain. It is up to
each person to be discerning and to study and show himself approved concerning what
is assimilated into his repository of accumulated theology.

Heavenly Father, it seems that too many preachers have found a niche in the world
through great oration, flashy presentation, or charming manners. And yet, an evaluation
of what they say to the people leaves much to be desired in the area of sincerity
concerning Your word. It breaks my heart to see people follow after untruths which
sound good, but which are incorrect. And so, Lord, | would ask You to open the minds
and hearts of Your people to be diligent in checking what they hear and sticking closely
to what You have laid out for us in Your superior word. Amen.
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CHAPTER 3

Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as some others, epistles of
commendation to you or /letters of commendation from you? 2 Corinthians 3:1

Understanding this verse requires understanding the context. Paul is rhetorically
responding to an objection that might be laid against him. On the surface the preceding
verses might seem to show that he was almost bragging about his efforts and the efforts
of those who were with him -

"Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us
diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. * For we are to God the
fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are
perishing. * To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the
other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things? *’ For
we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from
God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ."

To quell the notion that these statements were somehow boasting, he redirects their
thoughts with these questions. "Do we begin again to commend ourselves?" In essence,
"Is what | have just said an attempt to exalt us and show our superior ministry?" "Have |
written this to obtain your approval?" Based on the rhetorical nature of the question
the answer must be, "No." And he continues, "Or do we need, as some others, epistles
of commendation to you or letters of commendation from you?"

Again, it is a rhetorical question. "Epistles of commendation" were used to establish
authority for someone who was visiting another location. If someone showed up at a
synagogue or a church representing someone else, they would carry a letter to prove
that they had the authority or respect of the person they were representing. This is
found in Acts 9 when Paul was sent to harass the Christians in Damascus —

"Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2and asked letters from him to the synagogues of
Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women,
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem." Acts 9:1, 2

Likewise, in Acts 15:23-29, a letter of doctrine was issued by the ruling council in
Jerusalem which specifically mentioned Paul and Barnabas as "chosen men." Such a
letter then granted them the authority to speak for the ones who sent them. They were
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letters of validation. Paul wanted to know if such a letter was needed either from others
to establish his authority in Corinth or from the Corinthians in order to acknowledge his
deeds and authority based on his ministry at Corinth. Again, the obvious answer is,
"No." He will give an explanation of why in the verses to come.

Life application: Sometimes it is necessary to obtain solid evidence that someone has
the right and authority to minister in spiritual matters. We wouldn't want to trust
someone who just walked into a church with a youth ministry without knowing his
background. However, there are times when actions are sufficient to establish authority.
This may take a long time, but eventually a person might be known by the conduct of
their lives. If so, then no such external evidence would be needed.

Lord, I need to keep reminding myself that everything | do and say is a reflection on You.
As | am Yours, | am responsible to You. And so, | pray that You would just keep me from
bringing discredit upon Your name. And yet, at the same time, | would ask that You give
me the firm resolve to stand on Your word, even if others misperceive my conduct. | am
accountable to You, not to them. Help me to never let adherence to Your word be put
aside in order to be pleasing to everyone around me. Amen.

You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 2 Corinthians 3:2

In response to the rhetorical questions of the previous verse, Paul now gives a very
heartwarming description of the true state of things. Instead of a written letter of
commendation which is carried in the hand, he tells them that their church is "our
epistle written on our hearts." Whereas a written letter can be forged, lost, or simply
discarded, the writing upon the heart is true, permanent, and is always present for all to
see.

Paul uses the same terminology in Romans concerning the Law of Moses and the inner
law. One was written and recorded by Moses on tablets of stone, the other on the
heart. The one on the heart is actually more permanent and more effectual than the
other -

"...for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law,
these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, > who show the
work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and
between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) *°in the day
when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel."
-Romans 2:14-16
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Likewise, the testimony of the founding of the church, the caring for the brethren, the
love shared between the believers, etc., are all an epistle which is written on the heart,
"known and read by all men." It is a permanent epistle in the heart of all who see it. The
fact that a church exists demonstrates that it is there because of a definite purpose. A
written letter could never provide such sure evidence.

The terms "known and read" are a play on words from the Greek words gindskomené
and anaginoskomené. A similar word play was found in 2 Corinthians 1:13 which said -

"For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or
understand. Now | trust you will understand, even to the end..."

With the church standing as a unit and growing in Christ any can read and understand
its status, more surely than if it were an epistle written on paper.

Life application: When others look at the church you attend, how will they perceive it? Is
it one which stands on the word of God? Are the principles of the faith firmly fixed in the
minds and hearts of the people? Do the congregants show love toward one another? It
matters far less what the church website or brochure says than what the personal,
human perceptions of the church actually read. Be sure that when others see your
church, they see a true and godly epistle, written on the hearts of all.

Heavenly Father, it matters much less what the church website says about the church
than what the church shows about itself. Brochures handed out concerning the
fellowship can never replace the impression that a personal visit displays. Lord God, |
would pray that the church | attend always shows the greatest respect for, and
adherence to, Your word; that our doctrine would be pure and undefiled; and that true
love of You and the brotherhood would be evident to all. | know that this is much more
important than a flashy light show, great mu